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His Holiness will reach
on 2" April (saturday Evening ),
& return on 5™ April (Tuesday Morning )
Program details will be shared later.

/ March 2022



Ttie Diocesan

Gateway

Vol. 40, No. 3, March 2022

Orthodox Church Centre

Mar Theophilus Marg, Sector 10A
Vashi, Navi Mumbai 400 703

Ph.: 022-27801427

Editorial Board

President
H.G. Geevarghese Mar Coorilos
(9820333379)

Chief Editor
Rev. Fr. Thomas Verghese
(9820851959)

Associate Editor
Rev. Fr. Ashwin Fernandis
(9496021530)

Publisher
Rev. Fr. Saji Mathew Thannimmootil
(9869147050)

Manager
Rev. Fr. Thomas K Chacko (Diocesan Secretary)
(989289596)

Members

Rev. Fr. Thomas Myalil (7709867706)

Rev. Fr. Santhosh Varghese (9869125758)
Rev. Fr. M. B George (9567938692)

Rev. Fr. Joshy P Jacob (9702762767)

Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Abraham (9969994460)
Rev. Fr. Rony John (8390832496)

Rev. Fr. Rajesh John (9946361896)

Mr. Roy Joseph, Nallasapora (9221826800)
Mr. Philip Varghese, Dadar (9870623498)
Miss Susan Thomas, Vashi (8169259464)

Mr. John Jesudasan, Chembur (9869279569)

Send your articles and news to the
following address,
Whatsapp No.
or
E-mail

Orthodox Church Centre
Mar Theophilus Marg, Sector 10A
Vashi, Navi Mumbai 400 703
Ph.:022-27801427
or

The Publisher
Rev Fr Saji Mathew Thannimoottil
Mobile: 9869147050
or

diocesangateway@gmail.com

The Déocesan
Gateway Mmarch 2022

Contents

His Grace’s Message 3
Thirumeni’s Programme 4
Editorial 4
aelleemomi ag)amlm)ealenz]? 5
The language of divine silence 6
a0 M 7
Rlalloomleg (alowomane M1 20®W)o 8
21108308 QilGleenmd MVa0dW1BH0? 8
@)OlU0 MO6Mo 9
@RYOOWMI Ql@aHo 10
Fasting 12
Quiz 12
GWUO)EA VM@, CGWU}EA TVE®I(Mo 13
Positive Christian Thinking 14
Days of Noah Are Here Again 15
DI ] [ 16
aIBlWH BBy 00?? 17
YGL) 18
Obituary 19
4 )
Our Websites
https://mosc.in/
https://bombayorthodoxdiocese.org/
https://catholicatenews.in/
https://www.gregoriantv.com/
http://malankaraorthodox.tv/
https://www.ovsonline.in/

\ J
(- )
Advertisement Rates
Full page Rs. 1000
Half page Rs. 500
U J

Page




3 e _—

Blessings to all the Clergy, Monastics, the Faithful of the Diocese of
Bombay of the Malankara Orthodox Church, and well-wishers of the
Gateway Magazine.

Dear Beloved Children in the Lord,

It is with great joy to trace back how our Merciful Lord has been
working wonders in the life of the Church and in ours. One such event is
identifying Seven candidates to the Bishopric. This process of selecting
future Metropolitans for the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church of the
East was done in a systematic way with continuous guidance of the Holy
Spirit and empowerment from above, proving the strength and importance
of the Church. This further proves that We are single-minded, sincere,
and honest in our humble prayers by submitting each and everyone through
the special care from God Almighty.

As we have ventured into the Great Lent, with all turmoil and violence
unfolding in the world, the Lenten pilgrimage comes like a soothing breeze
to freshen up our souls. It is a time during which we take stock of our
hearts, discard the unnecessary things of this world, refocus our spiritual
vision, and bring our pains and griefs before God’s healing presence. This
is the time of spiritual purification, physical cleansing, and mental
strengthening. Through continuous Kurielaison, prayers, fasting, and praises
we can further come closer to our heavenly Father by enjoying his
marvelous presence through True Repentance. Above all God’s love and
care for each and every one.

Through the Lenten Pilgrimage, we identify the wonderful public ministry
of Jesus Christ where he happened to meet people of various needs and
different situations. His public ministry had been so gracious and merciful
that he brought good tidings to the poor and needy, the downtrodden, and
the marginalized, the suffering and the sick, the weak and deprived, to
name a few.

It is indeed an amazing feeling to see our Saviour Jesus Christ’s face,
entering into a victorious setting and remarkable healing he could extend
to many a people and even dead being brought back to life. The personality
of Jesus in the various race is measured, identified, and celebrated because
of His great concern for the neediest and those who have a longing for His
mercy and blessings. It is certainly true that this is a season where we
identify God’s Love and care in a way in which even the most sinful person
is brought back to life and is given life eternal allowing them to enjoy the
Kingdom of God. As Prophet Isaiah states:-

“Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to lose the bands of wickedness,
to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye
break every yoke?”

As we endure different challenges, like the Covid-19 pandemic, social
and economic Unrest, War in Ukraine, we must have Faith in the lord and
try doing good and become beacons of our Savior Jesus Christ's light in
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the darkened times. Especially, it is our duty to pray and give thanks to
our Creator for allowing us and the faithful to come to Church and attend
the Divine Liturgy actively. The Schools, Colleges, and other Institutions
have opened and slowly and gradually the world is getting back on its
track.

All the miracles He did during this season of the Great Lent are a
reminder and a set of assurance of what God extends to those who long
to have his Grace. The people of various backgrounds who have
approached Jesus Christ with a wonderful prayer life and total dedication
have received God’s blessings in abundance and are well depicted in the
Holy Bible. This brings in our minds the life of a true Christian who is
inspired to approach God with faith, confession of sins, and commitment
as total surrender. This transformation translates to the work of the
Kingdom of God.

Through this Lenten Pilgrimage, we ask God to help us to repent and
to make us remember that we do not fast to earn God's love or to show
off others. but to break all the obstacles by Evil forces and break the sinful
chain by which we are burdened. over the next 50 days let’s try to free
ourselves with the help of God so that we can embrace the Heavenly
fathers love in the days to come.

As you are quite aware that we are especially blessed to have the
celebrations of the Catholicate Day in the presence of the Head of our
Church, His Holiness Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma Mathews I1I, The
Catholicos of the East and the Malankara Metropolitan sitting on the
Apostolic Throne of St. Thomas. His Holiness will be visiting our Diocese
from 2nd April, 2022 to 5th April, 2022.

His Holiness will arrive at Bombay International Airport on 2nd April
2022, from there to our Diocesan Headquarters. On 3rd April 2022, His
Holiness will celebrate the Divine Liturgy at St. Thomas Orthodox Church
(Aramana Church), Vashi, followed by a reception and a special meeting
at our Sanpada College. He will be at Gregorian Community, Roha on 4th
April, 2022. At Roha, under His Blessings, the monks and nuns of the
community will be taking oaths. We also plan to have the Foundation
stone to be blessed for the upcoming project at Roha. On 5th April 2022,
His Holiness will return to Kerala.

We long to see the clergy and the faithful at Vashi on 3rd April, 2022 to
participate in the Divine Liturgy and to be shareholders of the special
reception to be given to His Holiness the Catholicose, and to have a very
meaningful time together.

Your earnest prayer and support are earnestly solicited. May God grant
you all the choicest blessings and help you complete your Lenten journey.

May God bless every one of you abundantly.
Your Shepherd in Christ,
Geevarghese Mar Coorilos Metropolitan
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EDITORIAL

Greetings to all the beloved readers of the Diocesan Gateway, in the
precious name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

During this Lenten period, all of us spend more time in prayers,
fasting, meditations on Biblical passages, and charity activities to have
spiritual revival or rejuvenation of life in us.

The more one prays the more one loves because the one who has
touched and been touched by the Lord can't remain static but love.
"The more one prays, the more something of God must permeate and
pervade one's life. The more one prays, the more one must resemble
God". Jesus admonishes against the parading of men and women of
prayers to win the admiration of other people. Jesus advocates privacy
in personal prayer (Mat. 6:5-6). This could be the reason why Jesus
chose the night time to pray. For that, He chose quiet places of
mountains where He could be all alone with the Heavenly Father.

We know a Barometer is a scientific instrument used for measuring
atmospheric pressure. The atmosphere has layers of air wrapped around
the Earth. This air has a weight and presses against everything it touches,
as gravity pulls it to earth. Let us understand that ‘the barometer of our
prayer is life’, for we Christians, live as we pray, and we pray as we live.
Our intimacy with God is better experienced than expressed or better
enjoyed. God's kindness, goodness, love, mercy, patience, justice, truth
must fill and flood our life. This is what the changes must happen in our
life through our Lenten prayers. This is a complete transformation of
our life to continue disciplining the human body, mind or soul and the
spirit, to achieve self-discipline even after Lent.

God made man with a noble and sacred body that was designed to
work, walk, run or stop at will. It is the means of action and if one takes
care of the body, it can last all his/ her life. Our body reminds us of our

creaturely status, and it reveals to us the truth of time (subject to
change), which is the very essence of life on earth. The body is animated
by the spirit and soul, which gives it’s being life structure and
movement. These are the principles of man's composition, given
together by the Creator appearing together, and in a sense disappearing
together. The Great Lent gives a good opportunity to take care of the
body, spirit, and soul or mind, which is something very serious.

Our body has the sense organs or receptors, which are structures of
the body especially sensitive to certain changes in the environment.
Our preparatory prayers before Holy Confession, list out various sins
committed with our external (five) and internal sense organs (five) or
receptors extend into every part of the body and are a source of personal
enjoyment as well as a warning of danger. If one cares to understand
the function of the senses, he/she must realize that physical activity is
merely the visible factual expression of the internal reality. This means
the real care of the senses is done on the spiritual level.

Thus, the spiritual exercises of the Lenten period (kneeling down,
fasting, prayers, chanting of hymns, a meditation on the word of God,
Holy Communion, etc.) help us to take care of our body, spirit, and
soul. When we start doing this and believe, we leave elements of
greatness within, and start to enjoy living our real life.

As we approach the Mid-Lent and Passion of our Lord culminating at
Easter, let us pray sincerely to our Lord to strengthen us to achieve
Spiritual power, and victory over all evils and face challenges in life.

May our Lord's Peace be with you all.

Fr. Thomas Verghese
Chief Editor
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The Great Lent Retreat & General
Assembly Meeting

Saturday, 26th March' 2022“At Vashi Aramana Chapel

Organised by: Prarthanayogam & INAMS Bombay Diocese

Led by: Rev. Dr. Jossi Jacob, Principal, St. Thomas Orthodox Theologi-
cal Seminary, Nagpur.

Kindly attend, especially Prarthanayogam- INAMS & Spiritual
Organization's Members. Please Register your names with your respec-
tive Vicars or Spiritual Organizations.

- Fr.Thomas Myalil,VP

0 28998, (alWINV&2[S)ADAUNO TVaOIWIINGED. aldh&Ola )
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BDUEIMHNIO QU)o B30BHNTNEC2. BPUOOLN)Ola)) MI631B3UBD) @)@ @3
261200169610, BRAIG BHHEIMO & Plo6))AD)GENBI af)aD) GMIDHEIMO.
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The language of divine silence

Fr. Varughese Joseph (Sajiachen)

Silence is ‘divine’ and hence this term is highly related to God almighty.
In the Old Testament, there are several references that prove ‘silence is
God himself’. There were less worships and adorations in the form of
written prayers and the people of Israel experienced God through silence.
In the New Testament, Jesus chose the model of silence in His prayer at
Gethsemane and fasting in the wilderness.

There are various references and instances which prove the power of
divine silence. The Psalmist says, “I will guard my ways so that I may not
sin by my tongue” ( Ps. 38:1). King Solomon writes, “Better to fall from a
height to the ground than to slip with the tongue” (Eccl. 20:18). Often our
tongue leads us to do sins. It is rightly said “A wound by the tongue is
deeper than that by a knife”. Word that spill from our mouth can never be
taken back. Hence the practice of silence in day to day life is very important.

A person who recognizes his sins has already taken control over his
tongue, while a talkative one is yet to discover himself as he should. The
lover of silence draws himself closer to God. He talks to Him in secret and
God enlightens him. Jesus by His silence shamed Pilate at the time of the
trial and a man by his stillness, conquered futile glory.

Peter wept bitterly for denying Christ by his tongue even though he had
been given a warning by the Lord. The Sharp look without words led to this
repentance of Peter. The silence of Lord Jesus Christ bought about
enlightenment in those who interacted close to him and they repented. Hence
silence is the best tool in Christian life and ministry.

Silence allows us to go into the world, but not to love the systems of the
world. It allows us to combat the sound, for the world fights one noise with
greater noise; we must fight noise through silence for we do not wage war
as the world does. Without silence there is no solitude at all which the basic
step in monasticism is as well.

Mountain is a remote place, which the fathers had chosen for prayer
and offerings to God. Mountains are really a place for solitude and silence.
The phrase, a ‘Mountain Top Experience’ has been quoted from instances
in the Bible where Old Testament prophets like Moses, Elijah, and even
Jesus in the New Testament went to the mountain top to pray. A Mountain
Top Experience is much more beyond mere positions or pattern of prayer.
It means something more, a silent and closer experience with God.

Every time Jesus went to prayer it was about the will of the Father for
humanity. A mountain top experience is a very selfless experience. However
our present generation has been convinced otherwise and essentially believes
that prayer is about the blessings we can receive. It is about praying, ‘yet
not my will but yours be done’ is how Jesus prayed.

When you climb up the mountain, you are leaving behind your camp,
your situations, your life, and the whole perspective changes to that of a
bird’s view. It is no more about how you see things but about how God see
things. When you are in the presence of God, the problems that you have
left behind may not have changed but how you see the problem will change.
You get a whole new concept of happenings around you when you go silent
and immerse in God leaving all your burdens in him.

The silence experienced by Abraham at Mount Moriah, in the journey
of sacrificing Isaac can’t be expressed through words. God’s plan on
Abraham to bring about his challenging belief in God was to be revealed in
this incident. This was a great instance of silence and thus closer to God.
At the top of mountain, in silence, Abraham was experiencing God’s abundant
care and mercy.

Hanna was a woman with barren womb. She was ashamed to face
others because of this infertility. One day she went to the temple of God
with a broken heart carrying all the mental pains and blames. Her prayer
was without words essentially in silence and the high priest misunderstood
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her that she was drunk. She told the priest that she is over pouring her heart
before God (1 Sam. 1: 9-18). Barrenness was considered as a curse and
shame in the community. Hence she used to approach God in the temple.
Seeing the agony of Hanna, Elkana tried to comfort her assuring that he
will always be there for her in instead of ten sons. It can be noted that the
prayer without words is more powerful as Hanna’s prayer was answered
with the reward of a boy child, Samuel. This is a significant incident in the
Bible to prove the power of silence and the communication through silence.

A secular example of this attitude occurs in the theatre when the lights
dim and the play is about to commence. Everyone is quiet and sit in excited
anticipation of the drama to come. Thoughts and conversations are
suspended as everyone waits. Those moments are a close example of silent
expectant waiting. Moments before great happenings are always preceded
by asilence. It is the time for preparing ourselves for the coming experience.
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FASTING

r | Fr. Alexander J. Kurian

ae There are lots of misunderstandings on Fasting!
The Greek word ??ste?a, ??ste?a?, ? (??ste??, which see), a fasting, fast,
i. e. abstinence from food, and a voluntary, as a religious exercise: of pri-
vate fasting, Matthew 17:21. The Greek word means the total abstinence
from foods, as the original Greek word “nisteia” in the Bible. This 50-day
period of Lent is a period of "abstinence" from foods, but primarily from
personal iniquities. Abstinence from foods (fasting) alone is a means of
attaining virtue; it is not an end in itself. During the period of fasting one
makes a special attempt to evaluate his calling as a Christian; to listen to
the voice of the Gospel and heed its commandments; to accept the con-
stant invitation to enter Christ's Kingdom. The word fasting today is used
for selection of foods and a limiting of their quantity. Although the period of
Lent appeals to the function of man as a whole in repentance, self-exami-
nation, almsgiving, relationship with people with whom one is at odds, atti-
tudes toward life, the abstinence from foods plays a vital role in the life of
the Christian. The quantity and kinds of foods selected for this period of
Lent help control “carnal” desires and develop discipline and a pious life as
our forefathers have done! Fasting from foods is not a virtuous activity in
itself, but a means for its achievement. But it has a distinct place in the life
of the Christian, especially during the Great Lent. According to St. Timo-
thy of Alexandria, “Fasting was devised in order to humble the body. If,
therefore, the body is already in a state of humbleness and illness or weak-
ness, the person ought to partake of as much as he or she may wish and be

able to get along with food and drink.”! Fasting in itself has no meaning in
the Christian Church, but has a role the attainment of Christian virtues. It is
not to be accepted as a mere custom without a spiritual purpose. Fasting is
understood as a means of temperance and sobriety, especially in relation to
prayer, devotion and purity. It is also understood to be related to giving alms
to the poor. Please read what St. Basil (attached photo) says about Fast-
ing!

Love you. Please, seeking your forgiveness I request - if humanly pos-
sible, abstain from unnecessary political propaganda postings on this
WhatsApp Group just through the Easter Sunday!!! Wishing you a blessed
Great Lent full of Prayer, Devotion, Repentance, and Purity! Please pray
for me and family! Q

Quiz-6
(Questions are based on Book of Genesis)

Fr. Benjamin Stephen

1.  What was the answer Moses got when he asked as to the name of
God?

What are the diffrent, names of the father -in- Law of Moses?
What is the name of first son of Moses? and what is its meaning?
What was the House of Moses?

Who is the daughter given as wife to Moses by Reuel?

When Moses & Aaron speak to Pharaoh, how old were they?
Who is PHINEHAS?

Who was the parents of Moses?

© % N L AW

. Who are the sons of Aaron?

10. Whatis URIM & THUMMIM

Answer:

(Ex:3:14)Iamthat am

Reuel (Ex:2:18) Jethro (Ex:3:1) Hobab (Numbers 10:29,)
Gershom=alien living in a foreign Land (ex: 2:22)
House of Levi (ex:2:1)

Zipporah (Ex.. 2:21)

Moses @ 80&Aaron@83 (Ex: 7:7)

Son of Eleazar son of Aaron (Ex:6:25)

Amram & Jochebed (Ex.. 6:20)

Eleazar, Nadab, Abihu, &Ithamar (Ex:28:1)

Two stone like instrument which priest wore in their dress (put it in
the Breast plate)to know the will of God. The meaning of which is
revelation & Truth.
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Bride wanted

Orthodox Parents invite proposal from potential bride for their son of 36
years, holding a degree in MBA & PGDRM and working at Senior Man-
ager. They are from Pathanamthitta District and currently residing at Mira
road. Interested persons can contact at 9048438167.

Bridegroom Wanted

Orthodox parents settled in Mumbai inviting proposals for their daughter
26 years/157 cm, MBBS, currently doing 3rd year MD. Seeks suitable alli-
ance from Parents of Orthodox, God fearing, Doctors/ Engineers or profes-
sionally qualified Post Graduates from outside Kerala preferably from Mumbai
with good family background. M41D: 4795576

Contact No. 022-35963143/9820262305
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Orthodoxy

COUDIGAU VMM, CYWUIGU TVCMI Do =

and. vl MOMY) ®IaNIMSI©d

HOIN20G1H (2 I0BONMBSIC QWAAN) CHUWBBNAN B0} (aIDGMDMWOE
‘cOUICAl MO, VUG TVEMI MO’ af)MMBS (aIdB®OM. af)aANOMI
DEBOM VB (aI0EMNM BOBOMEWIB; MIWIGE MLl af)IMSI® B0}
Lo lGD® § & O WOEM).

GOUD) HOBAI0 BRYB)AN) af)aM) Moo AflUITSlEH)aN). GYW YD) 2B OBIG3
afloam BE}AIMISHMaN)0, BWUD) af)ID QAUIBEMIHEE @RYQoRO DOENBANY0 M0
@RAIW)aM).

H3Omo0ilom B)MMB WDETVA{lA) TVIAINODIGE (A1 §HUMIV] alO6T):
300/1E10M 2HMOW EWIETVEaN, MG BOOJVWOW ACIVOW E2IBOOBHIU3
QUOM V0B 1CHHMBY; @PAUSIC OLIaINEIMRIV®) al®10d)ELOEROANMIW3
@RYHIAMN). @RAIUB B0) BHOM (alTVailen)o; GRAIB @O RMOOM GRAIOYOS
210016888103 MM 0d:Hla oW1BlEeOH:06M=) MT @RAIIM) GWU) af)aN) Gald
8DES6Mo af)M) aloenm) (St. Matthew 1:20, 21)

0o} allogv)o, af)IMEl B)YOM alOFTI®. afloHO)AN BTN, EWUD)
af)MM Gal@lSeMo. alBI@OMI@ aflloam ORI} ‘GVWY)* af)aM CaldlSD)
@DEMa] af)IN DaOICVOIOED.

210l @@Doel afloailes 2)MN@OIN V) PENS. CGVUD) AN GRO)
AlOW)MM@)6NE.

PWa0)3@IAB cWUAIEMOS): MIMEY) @MI®) AUV ) @RWIsla; ™
@R(ENI0a00AlOM BHENEISYEENEI af)M) GaldBlaj). CWUD) @RAIGOIS): “@REAT,
@RYGAMJ, MO MEBEBIS) alOW)AN): @R(ENIIANI0 KMo dilMm) M)GMI N3
961B) ~ ag)M) aloeom). (St. John 8: 57, 58)

21BN @OONI@ AMIaUIMOIWV] aflloSMMIM) @)Mo CGWUD) GRIOEOM3
DENE. alGHU GRIOB0 @GPAIOM @RCIETIHIO)AVIEL GRAT CWUD) af)ID Galdlod
@10yl CRINGOMIT3 QMIWVI0)IN®. @A ‘QlalMo’ @Ry,
QlalMo HHOBAIGOIMIS) B)6S @YW,

@RE1YIGE AlaiMo RMBOWIYIMY; AlaiMo HOBAIGEIMIS)EH)ANS @RHWI)AM);
Ql21Mo §eBAlo @RYWI)AN). @RAINS @REIVIGE HOBAICBINIS) H:)OS @RYWI)AM).
AQULIAN0 @RAIM MEININO0 SNV HSQUOVD) SN0 BRAIOM &HISIOHD
280100®EAL. @RAINIG R1AIM MWO)aM); RIUM AM}aUI0}OS HAIS]a]
@ofloyamy. (St. John 1:1-4)
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POSITIVE CHRISTIAN THINKING

Fr. Jobin M Varughese

(Gregorian Community, Roha)

Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray,
believe that you receive them, and you will have them. St. Mark 11.24

Following were the words of Jesus Christ after narrating an example of
how even if you wish that a mountain be removed and cast into the sea, and
do not doubt in your heart, it will be assuredly done for you.

Every human being has been gifted by the Creator with the great potential
to think. Any great or small project always began with a thought. Every
good deed or bad deed inaugurated itself with a thought. Experts estimate
that the mind thinks between 60,000 — 80,000 thoughts a day which accounts
to an average of 2500 — 3,300 thoughts per hour. Without any hesitation we
may conclude that the quality of human life depends on the quality of the
thoughts generated each moment.

The Prodigal Son began his return journey to his father after giving a
thought about the standard of life of the hired servants belonging to his
father. The thief on the right side was offered the Paradise on account of a
right thought expressed during the very last hours ofhis life. Positive thoughts
can generate a real fortune. On the same lines, a negative thought can ruin
one’s life as well. Ananias and Sapphira thought of holding back a portion
of the sold possession and they paid it with their life. The Judas thought of
betraying his Master for thirty pieces of silver proved too costly for him.
Thoughts decide our future. The underlying message clearly is to think
positively.

We have a plethora of positive approach oriented self-help books readily
available in both the print and the digital market. They really encourage its
readers by helping them analyse topics like being optimistic, setting positive
goals, taking control of life, refreshing one’s mind, acknowledging the power
one has, and breaking the negative habit among many others. These books,
they claim, has been able to transform the lives of millions of people across
the globe.

We need to be reminded of the words of St Paul at this moment.

By the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was
not in vain, but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but
the grace of God which was with me. 1 Corinthians 15:10

The grace of God Almighty can alone help us to survive the test of
times. The positive orientations may be beneficial in equipping the mind
with a proper framework, but ultimately it all depends on His Grace. Simon
Peter was surprised to find Jesus walking on the sea. His mind positively
recharged with thoughts asserting that even he can do it. He requested
confidently that even he wanted to walk on the waters - a rare phenomenon.
Jesus welcomed him wholeheartedly. But when the focus of Simon shifted
from his Master onto the raging waters, Peter began to sink. Jesus held him
immediately and asked, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” He
wants us to believe firmly, but at the same time, we need His grace in order
to do that.

Every human being is blessed with freewill — the freedom to choose
good or evil. However, strive to enter by the narrow gate is the Master’s
call. Adam had a positive outlook towards his life in the Garden of Eden.
He was happy with everything which his Creator gifted him. But a seemingly
better option from the serpent made him think again, and he had to move
out of the Garden soon. When man commits his ways to the Lord and
trusts also in Him, He allows it to happen. (Psalm 37: 5)

Having said that, the Grace of God also requires that man plays his part.

J. G. Holland once rightly said, “Positive thinkers believe that — God
gives every bird its food, but He does not throw it into the nest”

God put it into the mind of Noah that there will be a great flood soon.
God also instructed him to prepare an ark with the specified measurements.

The Déocesan
Gateway Mmarch 2022

The rest of the part was left to Noah whether he would execute it or not.
Noah built the ark and as a result, humankind still prevails on the planet.
Every person who has gone down into the history books of the world were
courageous determined individuals who balanced their own efforts along
with His bountiful Grace.

Absence of light is darkness. Where there is no light, darkness takes
space. When a garden is left unattended for days, weeds takes space. A
clean room left without attending for some days naturally makes it unclean.
These examples conclusively goes on to say that absence of positive, creative
thoughts opens the door towards negative, destructive thought patterns in
every human being. This may be the reason why St. Paul said in 1
Thessalonians 5:17 “Pray without ceasing” Absence of prayer places
ourselves exposed to high degree of temptations.

There may be some exceptional situations like that which Jesus
experienced during His public ministry.

“And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain
to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. And when it was
day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve,
whom also he named apostles” (St. Luke 6:12,13)

Jesus prayed all night before choosing his twelve apostles but in spite of
His committed prayer we read that one of the Apostle chosen was Judas
Iscariot who later went on to betray Jesus. Our positive outlook towards
life may not always bring in the desired results as expected, but will definitely
be some specific plan which the Almighty has designed for our edification.
Let us accept the facts. As the Psalmist says in Psalm 139, even before we
were born, He knew us. Our Almighty has a plan for us. Our duty is to
approach that plan with a positive frame of mind. Be it sickness, be it
poverty, be it persecution, we will approach them with the firm conviction
that our Creator cares for us.

“For your Father knows the things you have need of before you
ask Him ( St. Matthew 6:8)

Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O
you of little faith? (St. Matthew 6:30)

The words of St. Paul should definitely inspire us:

“But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened
to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel”
(Philippians 1:12)

Everything in life was accepted by St. Paul with a positive frame of
mind.

Positive thinking for a Christian doesn’t mean that everything happens
as we desire. It rather means that everything happens according to the will

of God and we need to accept them positively believing the fact that everything
that happens in the life of a Christian turns out for his edification.

Yes! Prayer can change our future. But let us also be reminded of the
Lord’s prayer which we recite daily — Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.

Q
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DAYS OF NOAH ARE HERE AGAIN
(Gen: 4: 16-26)
Fr. Sam Oommen |

Before Jesus went to the cross to die for our sins, He painted a clear
picture of what the world would look like at the end of the time. He laid out
a clear blue print for the end of the age and told us that we could know that
the end was near, when certain characteristics began to be seen in the
world, Mt: 24: 1-8, while these verses have a primary interpretation to events
that will take place in the tribulation period we will see these things begin-
ning to take place even before Jesus comes for His people in the rapture.

We may wonder what the passage we have read this hour and what we
have to do with end time prophecy. The answer lies in what Jesus said in
Mt: 24: 37-39, Lk: 17: 26-27, Jesus made a crystal clear comparison be-
tween the day we have just read about and how things will be just before
He returns.

Today we will examine the biblical record of the days of Noah, if we will
take the time to look seriously at the way the world was then and the way it
is now, we will see some clear parallels between our world and theirs.

By observing the characteristics that prevailed in Noah’s days, we can
determine whether or not the days of Noah are here again. If they are,
then we need to be ready for our “Redemption draw’s near” Lk: 21:28. So
why not we can think that day’s of Noah are here again.

Vs: 4: 1-15: Those days were characterized by perversion Cain and his
bloodless religion, Cain ignored the direction ordained by God himself —
Gen: 3:21.

This same mentality abounds in our world today —2 Tim: 3:5, 1 Tim: 4: 1-
3, 4: 20 — Those days were characterized by prosperity Jabal was the first
to practice the domestication of animals.

Now men no longer had to hunt and scrounge for their food, they merely
raised it. This allowed people to have more than they needed. It was a
time of material prosperity and Jabal cornered the market.

Despite of the decline in industry in our country, we are still enjoying
unprecedented prosperity; everyone is spending according to their desires,
when most people have less to satisfy themselves - 4: 21: Those days were
characterized by pleasure.

A man named Jubal invented musical instrument and was the father of
that industry. There is no denying that we are living in a pleasure mad
world and other entertainment like sports, movies etc.

4: 17-22: Those days were characterized by progress a man named Tu-
bal-Cain discovered and learned how to extract metal from ore and in-
vented the smelting business. This allowed men to produce stronger farm
implements.

Vs: 17 — Talks about the rise of cities — The day’s proceedings the flood
was marked by scientific and engineering advancements.

The Ark: Gen: 6: 14-16: The plans were handed down by God, but the
boat was built by man. That kind of achievement required a tremendous
amount of technological knowledge; some also believes that the people who
existed before the flood were even more advanced than we are today.

There are many inventions and advancement that could be mentioned
that clearly reveal how we are progressing in the scientific and engineering
fields as well as in every area of human life, advancements in the medical
fields, alone are almost beyond benefit. Vs: 4:23 — These days were char-
acterized by polygamy.

Here we meet a man named Lamech, we are told that he married two
women. He is the first person in the record of humanity who took clear
steps to undermine the home and the family. God had set the standard, Gen:
2:18-25.
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Lamech was the first to pervert it. It was a time marked by lust; sadly,
Lamech would not be the last. In Gen: 6: 1-4, we are told that there are
intermingles of the Godly line of Seth with the cursed reprobate line of Cain.

This produced generation of men called “Giants” and men of “Renown”.

As the Bible defines marriage, it’s under attack today. The traditional
family is being challenged by homosexuality; cohabitation is becoming the
order of the day.

Vs: 4: 24: Those days were characterized by pride. Lamech declares
his value to be far greater than that of his ancestor Cain. He sets himself
up as the best and all the end of his life. Here is the first real humanist. He
sees himself as number one and believes that all his actions are right. His
name means powerful and he lived as if all power resided within him.

As we put good names for our child, mentioning meaning of God, or
related to spirituality, but later on they live as such God doesn’t exist. As
we see today, every one lives according to their provisions. People refuse
to bow to the authority of God or His word. They walk in pride of life and
there is no fear of God, before their eyes — 1 Jn: 2: 1-16.

Vs: 6: 1-13: These days were characterized by pollution:

Social pollution: Vs: 5-6, 11-12, reveal the moral and social climate of
that day. It was a time when men did as they pleased without any sense for
the welfare or property of others. Murder and crime were rampant in that
society, of course, when men throw off God and His restraining influence,
they will degenerate into the depth of depravity and wickedness that is
where we are today.

Sexual pollution: It was a time of unequal yokes in marriage - 6: 1- 4 and
tolerance of evil and wicked life styles. Vs: 19-24: In fact the blood line of
humanity had become so tainted and polluted that only was considered pure
in his generation — Vs: 6-9.

Chastity and morality have gone the way, sex is longer reserved for the
marriage relationship as God intended, but sex has become a commodity for
sale; as if we see in our society today.

Spiritual pollution: Vs: 12 — Tells us that man had corrupted His way
upon the earth. Men had turned from the worship of the true and living God
to embrace the occult. They worshipped Satan and his lies, while they
shunned the truth of the Lord. The same is true in our day. People are
caught up in the supernatural. But we should remember that man is a reli-
gious being, whenever God is removed from a place, it will be replaced with
satanic counterfeits. It has always been that way and it always will be —
Rom: 1: 18-28.

I hope world is just ripe for judgments, if that is true, then it is just about
time for us to make the trip to glory. May God bless. a
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Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church &

Diocese of Bombay o MALANKARA ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURCH
BOMBAY DIOCESE

PUNE ORTHODOX
ONVENTION

2022

Rev. Fr. George Joseph

MARCH 5 to APRIL 1
"@1R)2l08@{UBI! AUBlaNI!
@)BIRBBBal82]0B @R2IRIMMOBEHOE:E:
alleMio MILOI MIBDI(@o".

-

=,

6:15 PM to 8:30 PM

; -((WATCH LIVE 0 ) gm\ ®
; MALANKARA MEDIA 11 INDIAN ORTHODOX SABHA BOMBAY DIOCESE
H.H BASELIOS MARTHOMA MATHEWS Il 4.G GEEVARGHESE MAR COORILOS — oy b
‘Metropolitan of Bombay Diocese

Catholicos of the East and Malankara Metropolitan
v

Diocese of Bombay & Vaideeka Sangom
expresses Our Heartfelt Condolences and
Prayers...

™

OBITUARY

Mr. Thomas Joy (82 years) member of Dadar Cathedral reposed in the
Lord on 15th January 2022. Funeral services were held at St John's Ortho-
dox church, Pathichira, Mavelikara on 17th January 2022.

Mrs. Grace John (88 years), reposed in the Lord on 9th February 2022.
She is W/O Late T V John member of Chembur Parish. Funeral services
were held on 10th February at Sewri Christian Cemetery.

Mrs. Rosy George (56 years) member of Kalyan Valiyapally, reposed in
the Lord on 17th February 2022. Funeral services were held at Kalyan
Christian Cemetery on 19th February 2022.

Mrs. Beena Shaji Thomas, (52 years) member of Chembur Parish en-
tered into Eternal Rest on 18th Feb 2022. Funeral services were held on
19th February 2022 at Sewri Christian Cemetery.

Mr. Raju Joseph (86 years) member of Nerul Parish reposed in the Lord
on 21st February 2022. Funeral services were held on 22nd February at
Nerul Christian Cemetery.

Inauguration of Pune Orthodox Convention.

Mrs. Leelamma Daniel (74 years), reposed in the Lord on 24th Febru-
ary 2022. She is M/O Mr Vinu K Daniel and Mr. Manu K Daniel of Nerul
Parish. Funeral services are held at Nerul Christian Cemetery,

Mrs. Marykutty Cherian, (62 years) reposed in the Lord on 25th Febru-
ary 2022. She is the Mother in Law of Mr. K. T. Markose of Borivli Parish.
Funeral Services were held on 26th February 2022 at Gorai Christian Cem-
etery.

Mr. K V Varghese (83 years) member of Borivli Parish reposed in the
Lord on 24th February 2022. Funeral Services were held on 1st March
2022 at Sewri Christian Cemetery.

Capt. T. G. John (92 years) member of Pune Parish, reposed in the Lord
on 27th February 2022. Funeral services were held on 1st March at Pune
St. Sepulchre Cemetery.

Mr. Thomas Varghese (57 years) member of Mira Bhayandar Parish,
reposed in the Lord on 1st March 2022. Funeral Services were held on 3rd
February 2022 at Miraroad Christian Cemetery.

Mr. Mariyamma Koshy (91 years) member of Andheri Parish reposed
in the Lord on 9th March 2022. Funeral services were held on 10th March
at Sewri Christian Cemetery.
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Wish you a Happy Married Life
To

Mr. Jackson
(s/o Mrs. Molly Joseph & Mr. Joseph Michel)

&

Miss Reba
(d/o Mrs. Sherin Varghese & Mr. M. C Varghese)

Marriage solemnised on 20th February 2022 at
St. Thomas Orthodox Aramana Church, Vashi.
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Wish you a Happy Married Life
To

Shalu Varghgse
S/0 Mrs. Thankachi Varghese & Mr. Varghese Daniel

&
Pr. Reyza Shaji
D/o Mrs. Reena Shaji & Mr. C K Shaji

Marriage solemnised on 21st Febuary 2022 at
St. Mary's Orthodox Church, Dombivli
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